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Chair of International Business: https://international-business.univie.ac.at/

Information about the course:

Course Details

8.00 ECTS (2.00 SWS) | compulsory attendance | continuous assessment | course format: on site |
SPL 4 - Wirtschaftswissenschaften | max. 25 participants | Language: English

Course# 040142 | Start: Tuesday, March 17t 2026, 13:15

Course Instructor: Dr. Aveed Raha

Contact: aveed.raha@univie.ac.at

Office hours for students: by appointment only
For all inquiries: please contact Ms. Viktoria Kiss, Tel. +43 1 4277-38032,

Email: viktoria.kiss@univie.ac.at

Objectives & Content

The bachelor's seminar aims to support students in the final stage of their undergraduate studies by
preparing them to complete their bachelor's thesis. The objectives of the course are to guide students
in selecting and refining a research topic and to develop their ability to conduct independent research
by writing a well-structured and coherent bachelor’s thesis.

The course proceeds in two main stages:

1. Choosing a Topic: This stage involves guidance on identifying and selecting a research topic that is
both feasible and relevant. Students will also prepare a seminar paper (extended abstract) summariz-
ing the thesis work.

2. Presentation and Finalization: In this stage, students will deliver a 15-20 minute presentation on
their thesis topic, receiving feedback from other students and the instructor. Subsequently, students
will finalize their thesis by incorporating the feedback received during the seminar and submit the
completed thesis by the deadline.

The seminar's main focus is on topics related to corporate sustainability and citizenship, corporate
social responsibility, and the socio-ethical aspects of doing business in an international environment
(e.g., multinational firms), but may not be limited to these areas. The topics may be extended to
themes such as:

e Country Culture and Other Institutional Factors Influencing MNEs' Governance
e Political CSR and the Role of MNEs in Addressing Grand Challenges

e Market Entry Strategies of MNEs and the Link with CSR Activities

e Internationalization of Family Firms and Sustainable Practices

e Market Entry of Start-up Firms and SMEs
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e Green Entrepreneurship

e Sustainability and Social Entrepreneurship

e (SR and Digital Platform Firms

e Internationalization of Digital Platform Firms
e Greenwashing in International Business

Students may opt for any other relevant international business topic with the prior consent of the
lecturer.

Course Policies

The course has “priifungsimmanenten Charakter”. Attendance is compulsory throughout the semes-
ter. More than 25% of absence will automatically result in a “fail” grade.

Al Policy:
The use of Al tools (e.g. ChatGPT) for the production of texts is prohibited and only permitted if they
are expressly requested by the course leader (e.g., for individual work tasks). Specifically, it is prohib-
ited to use Al tools for:

e Generating substantive assignments and thesis content,

e Replacing independent thinking, analysis, or critical judgment,

e Presenting content as one’s own original work.

Both the course and the assessments will be in English. During the course, active participation is re-
quired during all lessons.

Students wishing to take this course must register via u:find/u:space (without points) during the regis-
tration period. The maximum number of participants is 25.

Registered students who, for whatever reason, are not able to take the course must de-register elec-
tronically by the 17®" March 2026. Students who decide to drop the course after this deadline will be
graded with 5 (failed).

It is absolutely essential that all registered students attend the first session on 17" March 2026. As
failure to do so will result in their exclusion from the course.

Course Structure

Lectures usually take place on Tuesday from 1.15 pm till 6.15 pm in the form of a triple lecture — except
on 17 March from 1.15 pm till 4.30 pm. Details of the course syllabus will be discussed in the first
session.

Assessment

The evaluation is structured as follows:

e Proposal Preparation, Presentation, and Class Participation (30%)
e Bachelor Thesis (70%): Minimum length of the thesis (without references): 30 pages

The deadline for thesis submission is July 20*, 2026. This is final and cannot be negotiated.
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For a successful completion of the course, the following conditions must be met:

At least 75% attendance (first session is mandatory)

Submitting the seminar paper and presentation of the proposal (15-20 Minutes)
Submission of the Bachelor's Thesis

Applying the rules for scientific paper writing

il

Dates & Content

Session Date/Time Room

17 March 2026
1)-(2 R
(1)) (1.15 pm — 4.30 pm) SR 06

14 April 2026
(3)-(5) (1.15 pm —6.15 pm) SR 05
19 May 2026
(61-(8) (1.15 pm - 6.15 pm) SR 14
(9)-(11) 2 June 2026 SR 14

(1.15 pm — 6.15 pm)

16 June 2026
12)-(14 R
(12)-(14) (1.15 pm — 6.15 pm) SRS

23 June 2026
(15)-17) (1.15 pm —6.15 pm) SR14

Registration/De-Registration

https://ufind.univie.ac.at/

Literature

Students are encouraged to base their theoretical framework on articles from academic journals and
textbooks. Suggested literature will be provided during the course. Articles can be accessed through
databases available on the University of Vienna's library website.
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